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General Message from the Highway Safety Manager 
Hi Highway Safety Partners,  
 
OK, so I am a little late in sending out the Quick Notes this week.  We are all swamped with Highway Safety Summit 
preparations.  And I have 3 presentations between now and May 2. 
 
I want to share with you that I am retiring effective May 20th.  I have worked for the State of Idaho for 34 years and it is 
time to do more of what I want in my personal life.  Besides, I have a dog training business that I have been developing 
for when I retire.  Well, it has kept me very busy as I nursed it along for, oh, 11 years now.  I still plan to be involved in 
highway safety so you might be seeing me around.  I just won’t be doing it for 40 hours per week.  
 
I will still be around for a bit but wanted to share with you what a great ride it has been.  It has been so rewarding 
working with all of you as we have reduced traffic deaths and serious injuries in Idaho.  When I started work in the Office 
of Highway Safety in 1999, there were 278 traffic deaths and 1,824 people critically injured.  In 2010, there were 209 
traffic deaths and 1,396 serious injuries.  There has been a steady downward trend.  
 
Unbelted fatalities have also declined from 183 in 1999, to 73 in 2010!  These too have shown a steady decline.  I can’t 
believe this was accomplished in Idaho with our $10 secondary seat belt law.   With all of your commitment to reducing 
traffic deaths, just think what might have been accomplished with a stronger seat belt law.  
 
So many families have not lost their loved ones thanks to the partnerships and commitment we have shared.   So many 
people have not suffered debilitating injuries.  The cost savings from reducing these numbers is also staggering.  
Remember that 85% of the medical costs are paid by someone other than those involved in the traffic crash.  
 
Your new Highway Safety Manager will be Brent Jennings.   He has been my boss as I have served in this position.  With 
restructuring occurring at ITD, he will be taking on this position.  He is very pleased to have this opportunity and is 
already learning what my work entails.  I know you will enjoy working with him and he is as committed as the rest of us 
to reducing traffic deaths.  Not only does he bring the knowledge he has gained in the last 5 years of overseeing many 
programs and sections including the Office of Highway Safety, but he brings the engineering perspective to the safety 
world even more.  Through our work together on the Strategic Highway Safety Plan, we are looking harder at ways to 
reduce traffic deaths by addressing infrastructure as well as behavior.  I think so.  Idaho is fortunate to have him as 
Highway Safety Manager.  And you have a very capable staff within the Office of Highway Safety as well.  I expect to see 
continued fatality reductions in the future.  
 
Hope to see many of you at the Summit on Thursday. 
 
Mary Hunter 
Highway Safety Manager 
 
 

Idaho Transportation Department - PO Box 7129 – Boise, ID 83707-1129 
P: (208) 334-8100 F: (208) 334-4430 - - www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs 

Quick Notes 
from the Idaho Office of Highway Safety April 18, 2011 

April 21, 2011 – Pocatello, ID 

Highway Safety Summit 
Register online 

www.highwaysafetysummit.com 
 

http://www.highwaysafetysummit.com/
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April April 19, 2011 
 

ConContact: Jonathan Adkins or Kara Macek 
(202)789-0942, ext. 13 or ext. 14 
(202)669-9746, cell 

  

New Study: Motorcycle Deaths Decline Slightly But Concerns Develop   
Fatalities decline overall by at least 2% but increase later in year 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- A report released today by the Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA) reveals that 
motorcycle fatalities declined in 2010 by at least 2 percent. Based upon preliminary data, GHSA projects that 
motorcycle fatalities declined from 4,465 in 2009 to 4,376 or less in 2010. The projection is based upon data from 
50 states and the District of Columbia. The decline comes on the heels of a dramatic 16 percent drop in 2009, 
which followed 11 straight years of steady increases in motorcycle deaths. 
  
The new report -- the first state-by-state look at motorcycle fatalities in 2010 -- was completed by Dr. James 
Hedlund of Highway Safety North. Dr. Hedlund surveyed GHSA members, who reported fatality numbers for every 
state and D.C. While data are still preliminary, most states have reasonably complete fatality counts for at least the 
first nine months of 2010, enabling GHSA to confidently forecast that deaths will be at least 2 percent lower for the 
full year. Dr. Hedlund completed a similar projection for GHSA a year ago, noting a 16 percent decline in the first 
nine months of 2009, just one tenth of a percentage point off the final number of 15.9 percent. 
 
GHSA is projecting declines in approximately half of the states, with notable declines in many. In Texas, for 
example, based upon data for the first nine months of 2010, motorcycle deaths are expected to be down 16 
percent, while Oregon and Oklahoma are down 27 and 30 percent, respectively. In Oregon, GHSA Vice Chairman 
Troy Costales credits his state's progress to a strong training program and a new law strengthening penalties for 
riders who do not have a motorcycle-specific license. Costales adds, "Oregon has worked successfully with our 
motorcycle clubs, who are effective advocates for riding safe and sober." 
  
While on the surface the national decline is good news, deeper analysis of the data reveals some areas for 
concern. First, 2010's decrease of at least 2 percent is far less than 2009's dramatic 16 percent decrease. Second, 
the 2010 decrease was concentrated in the early months of the year, with fatalities actually increasing by about 3 
percent in the third quarter compared with the same quarter in 2009. Additionally, with the improving economy and 
surging gas prices, motorcycle travel is expected to increase, thus increasing exposure to risk. Finally, motorcycle 
helmet use dropped alarmingly from 67 percent in 2009 to 54 percent in 2010. 
  
As part of the report, GHSA members were asked to suggest factors that may be influencing fatality changes in 
their state. GHSA Chairman Vernon Betkey, director of Maryland's highway safety program, noted, "In my state, we 
suspect motorcycle fatalities increased 3 percent largely because of an unusual spike in crashes in one of our more 
rural counties. We are working closely with law enforcement agencies and highway safety partners in this area to 
address the issue. Additionally, Maryland has stepped up efforts in work zones to ensure motorcycle riders are as 
safe as possible, is placing more emphasis on training and licensure, and is increasing investment in the state's 
public information and education campaign." 
  
GHSA's Member in New York, the Governor's Traffic Safety Committee, attributes the increase in fatal motorcycle 
crashes in that state to a rise in motorcycle registrations and a longer and more favorable riding season. J. David 
Sampson, Executive Deputy Commissioner for the state's Department of Motor Vehicles said, "There was an 
extended riding season in 2010 due to less rain and warmer temperatures which led to an increased exposure to 
crashes. In addition, motorcycle registrations continue to rise as the baby boom generation rediscovers their 
passion for riding a motorcycle. New York State's Motorcycle Safety Program is working to combat the rise in fatal 
crashes by continuing to increase the availability of Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) training sites throughout 
the state." 
  
In reviewing the national data, Chairman Betkey said, "While there is a lot of good news in this report, the increase 
in fatalities toward the end of year is a clear red flag. Just like with overall traffic deaths, a strengthening economy 
presents us with the potential for more tragedy on our roads. We are going to be very aggressive in targeting our 
programs where they are needed the most. Additionally, we will continue to remind all roadway users that 
motorcycles are a legal and legitimate way of transportation and we all need to safely share the road." 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV5TCSWQ3F1Tkwv3kwEuSvnCmb3oxjGcLL5bJK6QXwaPiydSzaoRHx7nLNKWsSYmKAQ57pIYpZPo_SxPJJxIjA9pmpsgWx0gEk04vGuLZd6j1FjgOl7SnIYNCbq2pJblBpdsisBor7bf-V1Hvw-Fhxs7wnXbvBxNglw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV5TCSWQ3F1Tkwv3kwEuSvnCmb3oxjGcLL5bJK6QXwaPiydSzaoRHx7nLNKWsSYmKAQ57pIYpZPo_SxPJJxIjA9pmpsgWx0gEk04vGuLZd6j1FjgOl7SnIYNCbq2pJblBpdsisBor7bf-V1Hvw-Fhxs7wnXbvBxNglw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV6p51FYafJMgY9v8teAa1imYEk2ffufF8yR4IbZHCGCMwm-J_OSzskTksdeIwXuU5iKutLEgH7XyTaTQht8e-Zn2y-pyra4fYqYN6mdgqaT_nnQAUj-jVOb2RaydbKk1HI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV6E70_1Pb3NLI6LurPcDVL7oI-LsxYE21BfshVurbO7pwfmCGDRrkEhjR7TOC3KDin7FVtRVumiMJZFgMA7Z_i1EImJu48Qucr48rYseJ1IPsXJFRvHzrv5nqx0vqq2-9NhRv9lItUs99TBONITkahXJhyml6IhI2Z47uhdyFRiSA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV460F-qKCgdZO2OZBmqYc00izymm-JpW_q_cQAKSfqQd_7ICayOnRs-_1OM88W5HG0yKpt0Ysp1pdpevjKWGTef3r9PhO2iekgEYYTjX5QBa7YWwUmQKUg2iXCFpux_UbSd8SBWL5H2f7cE-i6kWGxYrb1_nA3_t6U=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV460F-qKCgdZO2OZBmqYc00izymm-JpW_q_cQAKSfqQd_7ICayOnRs-_1OM88W5HG0yKpt0Ysp1pdpevjKWGTef3r9PhO2iekgEYYTjX5QBa7YWwUmQKUg2iXCFpux_UbSd8SBWL5H2f7cE-i6kWGxYrb1_nA3_t6U=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV6z-6yxkqZ3-BBZr4YAKFXiYublxHqxUkouJwDMu96ZWiyh2GbVA6WPfcBThyFTGrw8kg3nbkUByTKAS-9G5YDiP4HIow4vtdai-5pg1pHZ0ZDpd7emBv-Op-UBljtrg_wZS4yJ-V_AIS_VfVY7uHdh


3 | Q u i c k  N o t e s -  A p r i l  1 8 ,  2 0 1 1  
 

  
To continue progress in reducing crashes, injuries and fatalities on the nation's roadways, the report urges states to 
focus their motorcycle safety efforts on: 
  

 Increasing Helmet Use: Helmets are proven to be 37 percent effective at preventing fatal injuries to 
motorcycle operators and passengers. Helmet laws are the only motorcycle safety strategy to receive a 
five-star effectiveness rating in NHTSA's Countermeasures that Work guidebook for states. Alarmingly, 
helmet use declined dramatically in 2010, and 30 states still lack helmet laws for all riders. 

 Reduce Alcohol Impairment: States should conduct high visible drunk driving enforcement that includes 
motorcyclists as well as implement training efforts to help police identify drunken motorcyclists. 

 Reduce Speeding: According to the most recent data, 35 percent of motorcycle riders involved in fatal 
crashes were speeding. More than half of speed-related fatal motorcycle crashes did not involve another 
vehicle. 

 Provide Motorcycle Operator Training to All Who Need or Seek It: While all states currently conduct 
training courses, some areas may not provide enough course openings at the locations and times 
convenient for riders. 

  
All data in the report are preliminary, especially for the last few months of 2010. The report presents data through 
September. The counts are reasonably complete for 48 states and the District of Columbia that reported monthly 
data for this period. Arizona and California reported data for a shorter period. 
  

The  
 

 

 

 

Countermeasures That Work: A Highway Safety 
Countermeasure Guide for State Highway Safety 

Offices, Sixth Edition, 2011 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/811444.pdf 

 

Countermeasures That Work: A Highway 
Safety Countermeasure Guide for State 
Highway Safety Offices, Sixth Edition, 2011 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has released the 
latest edition of its report that explores major highway safety strategies 
and countermeasures that are relevant to State Highway Safety Offices; 
summarizes their use, effectiveness, costs, and implementation time; 
and provides references to safety research summaries and individual 
studies. 

 
     
 
 

    E-Newsletter Type: Federal Research News 

     
This Summary Last Modified On: 3/23/2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV63Er2ya9i6M98ogichoOAGunf59O4sBpLEILNsM5QJXB3yD3iUJaPuBoaCRQa0RsJ5kUv78-OLlPCvTcorSobFkuu2FK-VpGG9J5lWjQK2LCk2LbJ3DMez5h8jCIKXSUmMYZKpUdKUbiEJUrLjcUPvTqQl4TvO4Ps=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=buqmyscab&et=1105203858474&s=640&e=001slUE3-pRQV5GXGT_TZw9fNnhD56TMPO1jlg-BhNLIRtIG14xd7qSna8CQOcLaDS7Ofvz5j0MvjmmIT64VqQOP1osF49cqGQM1Lb5IUJoOlCJ5Llpzs51JR07ZSKEhpeBjnVMriBBErm2sjEsrTH-XWgoAHbmMP18
http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/811444.pdf
http://www.trb.org/Main/Public/Blurbs.aspx?fields=ENewsletterType|Federal%20Research%20News
http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/811444.pdf
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Date Event Description 

April 2011 DISTRACTED DRIVING – National Distracted Driving Awareness Month.  Link to ITD’s distracted 
driving page: www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs/DistractedDriving.htm  

April 7-18, 2011 AGGRESSIVE DRIVING Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Cecilia Awusie, OHS 
GCO, Cecilia.awusie@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-8112 

April 21, 2011 HIGHWAY SAFETY SUMMIT – Pocatello, ID.  Red Lion Hotel.  8:00am-5:00pm 
www.highwaysafetysummit.com to register.  Contact: Lisa Losness lisa.losness@itd.idaho.gov (208) 
334-8103 

April 26-27, 2011 HIGHWAY SAFETY DAYS for Youth Idaho State Police Contact: Tecia Ferguson 
Tecia.ferguson@isp.idaho.gov (208) 884-7224, Find the event on FACEBOOK under Idaho State Police 
Safe Driving Days. Website http://www.isp.idaho.gov/cvs/index.html 

May 23-June 7, 2011 SEAT BELTS Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Lisa Losness, OHS GCO, 
lisa.losness@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-8103 

June 9, 2011 ITSC (Idaho Traffic Safety Commission) – Spring meeting – Boise, ID. Location ISP Region 3 

June 30-July 11, 2011 IMPAIRED DRIVING Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Kevin Bechen, OHS GCO, 
kevin.bechen@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-4467 

July 15-26, 2011 AGGRESSIVE DRIVING Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Cecilia Awusie, OHS 
GCO, Cecilia.awusie@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-8112 

Aug. 26-Sept. 6, 2011 IMPAIRED DRIVING Traffic Enforcement Mobilization – Statewide, Contact: Kevin Bechen, OHS GCO, 
kevin.bechen@itd.idaho.gov (208) 334-4467 
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